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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BOSTON, SALUTES ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PERSONNEL AND THEIR FAMILIES 
BY OFFERING FREE ADMISSION BEGINNING MEMORIAL DAY THROUGH BLUE STAR MUSEUMS PROGRAM 

 
MFA to Expand Participation by Providing Free Admission to Active Duty Personnel and Families Year-Round 

 
 

BOSTON, MA (May 21, 2013)—The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (MFA), is collaborating for a fourth year with the National 

Endowment of the Arts, Blue Star Families, and the Department of Defense to offer free museum admission to all active duty 

military personnel and their families from Memorial Day, May 27, through Labor Day, September 2, 2013.  The MFA is one of 

more than 1,800 museums across the country participating in the Blue Star Museums program (the complete list is available at 

www.arts.gov/bluestarmuseums.)   Leadership support has been provided by MetLife Foundation through Blue Star Families.  In 

addition, the MFA is expanding its offer of free admission for active duty personnel and their families year-round. 

 

“We are proud to honor our country’s servicemen, servicewomen, and their families by participating in the Blue Star Program for 

the fourth year, said Malcolm Rogers, Ann and Graham Gund Director of the MFA.  “We are delighted to be able to further 

demonstrate our appreciation for their many contributions by making the Museum’s great works of art and activities available to 

them at no cost throughout the year.” 

 

The first day of the program, Memorial Day, is actually a free admission day for all MFA visitors.  This year, it is part of an entire 

free weekend at the Museum—the Memorial Day Community Weekend—which runs Saturday, May 25, through Monday, May 27 

from 10 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.   The three-day event, called “Boston I Love,” will bring the community together to celebrate the spirit of 

the city in the wake of the attack at the Boston Marathon.  Visitors from Boston and beyond will be able to enjoy special 

exhibitions, including the debut of three paintings lent to the MFA by New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art in honor of the 

people of Boston.  Additionally, more than 1,000 flags from around the world offering messages of love and peace will be 

displayed in the installation To Boston With Love.    The Memorial Day Community Weekend is generously supported by the 

Vance Wall Foundation and MFA Associates/MFA Senior Associates.  The media sponsors are The Boston Globe and WBZ. 
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Free admission to the MFA and other participating museums will be available beginning May 27 for active-duty military ID holders 

and up to five family members.  Active duty military include Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, and active duty 

National Guard and active duty Reserve members.   

“Blue Star Museums is a collaboration between the arts and military communities," said NEA Acting Chairman Joan Shigekawa. 

“Our work with Blue Star Families and with more than 1,800 museums ensures that we can reach out to military families and 

thank them for their service and sacrifice.”  

 

This year, museums in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and American Samoa are taking part in the initiative, 

including more than 450 new museums.  They represent not just fine arts museums, but also science museums, history 

museums, nature centers, and 75 children’s museums.  Among this year’s new participants are the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los 

Angeles, CA; Grand Traverse Lighthouse Museum in Northport, MI; Totem Heritage Center in Ketchikan, AK; and the World 

Museum of Mining in Butte, MT.   Other museums are welcome to join Blue Star Museums throughout the summer. The effort to 

recruit museums has involved partnerships with the American Association of Museums, the Association of Art Museum Directors, 

the Association of Children’s Museums, the American Association of State and Local History, and the Association of Science-

Technology Centers.   

 

“Blue Star Museums is something that service members and their families look forward to every year and we are thrilled with the 

continued growth of the program,” said Blue Star Families CEO Kathy Roth-Douquet.  “Through this distinctive collaboration 

between Blue Star Families, the National Endowment for the Arts and more than 1,800 museums across the United States, 

service members and their families can connect with our national treasures with this unparalleled opportunity to visit some of the 

country’s finest museums for free.” 

 

About the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (MFA) 

The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (MFA), is recognized for the quality and scope of its encyclopedic collection, which includes an estimated 
450,000 objects.  The Museum’s collection is made up of: Art of the Americas; Art of Europe; Contemporary Art; Art of Asia, Oceania, and 
Africa; Art of the Ancient World; Prints, Drawings, and Photographs; Textile and Fashion Arts; and Musical Instruments. Open seven days a 
week, the MFA’s hours are Saturday through Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 4:45 p.m.; and Wednesday through Friday, 10 a.m. – 9:45 p.m.  Admission 
(which includes one repeat visit within 10 days) is $25 for adults and $23 for seniors and students age 18 and older, and includes entry to all 
galleries and special exhibitions.  Admission is free for University Members and youths age 17 and younger on  weekdays after 3 p.m., 
weekends, and Boston Public Schools holidays; otherwise $10.  Wednesday nights after 4 p.m. admission is by voluntary contribution 
(suggested donation $25). MFA Members are always admitted for free.  The MFA’s multi-media guide is available at ticket desks and the Sharf 
Visitor Center for $5, members; $6, non-members; and $4, youths. The Museum is closed on New Year’s Day, Patriots’ Day, Independence 
Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  For more information, visit www.mfa.org or call 617.267.9300. The MFA is located on the Avenue of the 
Arts at 465 Huntington Avenue, Boston, MA 02115. 
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About Blue Star Museums  

Blue Star Museums is a collaboration among the National Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star Families, the Department of Defense, and more 
than 1,800 museums across America. The program runs from Memorial Day, May 27, 2013 , through Labor Day, September 2, 2013.  
The free admission program is available to any bearer of a Geneva Convention common access card (CAC), a DD Form 1173 ID card, or a 
DD Form 1173-1 ID card, which includes active duty U.S. military - Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, as well as members of the 
National Guard and Reserve, U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, NOAA Commissioned Corps - and up to five family members. 
Please see the chart of the acceptable IDs (PDF). Some special or limited-time museum exhibits may not be included in this free admission 
program. For questions on particular exhibits or museums, please contact the museum directly. To find out which museums are participating, 
visit www.arts.gov/bluestarmuseums. The site includes a list of participating museums and a map to help with visit planning. Museums that 
wish to participate in Blue Star Museums may contact bluestarmuseums@arts.gov, or Wendy Clark at 202-682-5451. This is the latest NEA 
program to bring quality arts programs to the military, veterans, and their families. Other NEA programs for the military have included the 
NEA/Walter Reed Healing Arts Partnership; Great American Voices Military Base Tour; and Shakespeare in American Communities Military 
Base Tour.  
 
About Blue Star Families  

Blue Star Families is a national, nonprofit network of military families from all ranks and services, including guard and reserve, dedicated to 
supporting, connecting and empowering military families. With our partners, Blue Star Families hosts a robust array of morale and 
empowerment programs, including Books on Bases, Blue Star Museums, Operation Honor Corp, Blue Star Careers and Operation 
Appreciation. Blue Star Families also works directly with the Department of Defense and senior members of local, State and Federal 
government to bring the most important military family issues to light.  Working in concert with fellow nonprofits, community advocates, and 
public officials, Blue Star Families raises awareness of the challenges and strengths of military family life and works to make military life more 
sustainable. Our worldwide membership includes military spouses, children, parents, and friends, as well as service members, veterans and 
civilians.  To learn more about Blue Star Families, visit http://www.bluestarfam.org.  
 
About the National Endowment for the Arts  
 
The National Endowment for the Arts was established by Congress in 1965 as an independent agency of the federal government. To date, the 
NEA has awarded more than $4 billion to support artistic excellence, creativity, and innovation for the benefit of individuals and communities. 
The NEA extends its work through partnerships with state arts agencies, local leaders, other federal agencies, and the philanthropic sector. To 
join the discussion on how art works, visit the NEA at arts.gov.  
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